
The Siberian Husky 

A Brief History 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To understand this breed and to help you set priorities as to the most important aspects of the Breed, it is important to know where this breed originated, who domesticated the dogs, and what their lives were like.  

The area commonly referred to as Siberia is northern Asia, running from the Ural Mountains in the west to the Arctic Sea in the north, to the southern border of the Russian Federation, and to the Bering Sea/Pacific Ocean in the East.  This area comprises 10% of the Earth’s land surface.  This is a vast region with diverse terrain, climate, and native peoples.  

The Siberian Husky is from one small area in this vast region.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The land of the native Chukchi people, called the Chukchi Peninsula, is found in the northeastern-most area of Siberia, spanning the land from the Anadyr River in the southwest to the Chukchi Sea in the north, to the Bering Sea in the east and south.  This is the Asian land closest to Alaska.

This land is permafrost tundra with little vegetation and no trees—in short a frozen desert—with harsh winds mountain ranges, and shoreline.  The Chukchi people have inhabited this inhospitable land for 7,000 years.  They survived by being semi-nomadic hunters, trappers, and fishermen.  And for thousands of years, the Chukchis relied on their dogs for transportation and survival.  

The dogs that were developed and evolved to live in this harsh environment were hearty dogs, on the smallish side for sled dogs, with all the characteristics—structurally, metabolically, and externally—required for their survival.  They had to be “easy keepers,” as there was not always much food.  They had to have enormous endurance, as the Chukchis often needed to move very long distances quickly.  And, they had to be able to survive in the climate, terrain, and environment that would test most species.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Siberian Husky first came to Alaska about 100 years ago, when a trapper named William Goosak brought the first team back from the Chukchi peninsula.  

He entered this team in the Second All-Alaska Sweepstakes race in 1909, and the dogs did quite well.  This is a picture of that team of original imports.

Although the Siberian is a very ancient breed, they did not leave Asia for North America until just over 100 years ago.  Due to that timing, we are very lucky to have photographs of those original imports, their offspring, and the small gene pool that comprises our Stud Book.  These are the dogs about which our Standard was written.  

As you view these pictures, please pay attention to the overall outlines of the dogs, as well as their other breed characteristics—this is what our Standard calls for, and what we want to see in the ring even today.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Col Fox Maule Ramsey, a Scot who was in Alaska at the time, was very impressed with the team of Siberian Huskies (or Siberian “Rats” as they were called due to their significantly smaller size than the native dogs), that he visited Siberian and brought back 60 dogs.  

True fame came in 1910, when Ramsey’s Siberian Husky teams placed first and second in the All-Alaska Sweepstakes.  The first place team, driven by Johnson, held the record for that distance for 98 years—the record was broken in 2008.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1913, Roald Amundsen, the Norwegian explorer who was first to the South Pole, began planning a trip to the North Pole.  He enlisted help from a number of people, including fellow Norwegian Leonhard Seppala, to help train the Siberian Huskies for his expedition.  

Unfortunately, with the onset of World War I, Amundsen’s plans for the North Pole expedition were curtailed.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is Leonhard Seppala with a team of Siberian Huskies in 1925.  Diphtheria struck Nome, Alaska, that winter.  The sea was frozen, and the weather was too bad for flight.  So, the only way to bring the serum to Nome was by dog team relay between Nenana and Nome.  Although Gunnar Kasson’s team with Balto in lead ran the last leg into Nome, the team running the longest and most difficult leg was Seppala’s team led by the famous Togo.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fame of their feat spread, and Seppala brought his team to the Lower 48 on tour.  Here they are running on a city street in Cleveland, OH, with Togo and Fritz in co-lead.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Leonhard Seppala with some of his Siberian Huskies.  The dog facing you on the left is the sire of Togo, who would soon become the most famous Siberian Husky of all time.

Seppala ended up settling for a time in Poland Springs, Maine.  And his Siberian Huskies competed and won many local races in New England and Canada.
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Presentation Notes
The last two Siberians imported to North America were Tserko (the dark dog at the left) and Kreevanka (the light dog at the right), pictured here with some of their offspring.  Again, please note the breed characteristics called for in our Standard, and that you should see in the ring today.

Kreevanka and Tserko, along with Fritz, Togo, and Togo’s sire Suggen, appear as prominent sires in the pedigrees of all today’s registered Siberian Huskies.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Siberians were popularized by Eva B. “Short” Seeley of Chinook Kennels fame, who provided this team to Lorna Taylor (Demidoff) of Monadnock Kennels, in New Hampshire.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you learn and judge the Siberian Husky, please try to keep these images in your mind.  These are the dogs described in our Standard, and those you should be seeing on the trail and in the ring.



The Siberian Husky 

The Standard in Action 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before delving into the Standard, I want to give you a quick view of what our dogs do.  I hope this will help you understand why the Standard was written as it was.  And, particularly I hope it helps set priorities in your mind of what is most important in our Standard.  These are first and foremost Working Dogs.  And, here they are at work.

In the early 1970s, with a thought to commemorate the 1925 Serum Run to Nome, Alaskan Joe Reddington, Sr., and some friends, including the Siberian Husky’s own Earl Norris, created the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.  Most of the dogs racing in the Iditarod are what is known as Alaskan huskies—usually a fast running dog crossed with a northern dog.  However, throughout the years, there have been many teams of AKC-registered Siberian Huskies.  As we have discovered, Siberian Huskies were not developed as racing dogs—but rather as long-distance endurance runners.  And, the Iditarod does test their endurance running abilities.  
I am about to present two video clips of all-AKC-registered Siberian Husky teams in the Iditarod.  The first was a very special team running in 1995.  Their musher was a Chukchi native, who traveled to Alaska to run Chukchi dogs.  Here is the Alaskan-Anadyr team at the start of the 1995 Iditarod.  This is the official coverage of the race.  The team selected to start the coverage was the Siberian team.  As you look at this team, notice the lovely breed type and athleticism of the dogs.  Several of the dogs on this team were shown, one took an Award of Merit at the Siberian Husky Club of America’s National Specialty.  You will see and hear more about this team later in our seminar.



© 1995, Iditarod Trail Committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next clip is one of my favorites.  It is also shows an all-AKC-registered Siberian Husky team in the Iditarod—this one in 1999.  The area they are running is called the Happy River Steppes, and it is a favorite of videographers, as it is a fairly treacherous downhill to a river.  The going is steep and the trail always difficult.  Many teams have spectacular crashes in this section.  

In 1999, the Anadyr team made the coverage video on the Steppes.  I will play it in very slow motion, so you can see what is expected of a working sled dog.  There are huge holes into which some dogs seem to disappear, and need to leap out of; while other dogs leap over the entire hole!
Short of taking all of you on a trip with a trained team, this clip will demonstrate the athleticism our dogs need to perform their job.  You will see in this segment why the shoulder assembly is the most important on the Siberian Husky.  
You will also see the Siberian’s natural curiosity as the dogs finally see the camera operator—this is a great opportunity to see their lovely heads!




© 1999, Iditarod Trail Committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next is that same clip at regular speed.




© 1999, Iditarod Trail Committee 



The Standard for  
Siberian Huskies 

A Quick Reference 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Siberian, as you have discovered, was originally domesticated in far north-eastern Siberia—a very inhospitable place.  They needed to be small-ish, easy keepers, hard and tireless workers.  They needed a unique blend of survival traits and abilities.

The pictures you will see in this presentation, for the most part, are illustrations of correct Standard-fitting qualities.  There are a few instances, for comparison purposes, where a fault is also illustrated.  However, rather than dwelling on faults, we want you to focus on illustrations of correct Siberians. 



General Appearance  

 Medium-sized working dog, quick and 
light on feet; free and graceful in 
action 

 Moderately compact well-furred 
body, erect ears, and brush tail 

 Gait smooth and seemingly effortless 
 Performs capably in harness:  carrying 

light load at moderate speed over 
great distances 

 Proportions and form reflect balance 
of power, speed, and endurance 

 Males masculine but never coarse; 
bitches feminine without weakness of 
structure 

 Muscle firm and well-developed; does 
not carry excess weight 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we review the Standard for Siberians, please keep in mind the history of the breed and its purpose.  Remember the purpose of the breed – carrying a light load at a moderate speed over great distances – and the pictures you saw of our original imports and their offspring.  This is a breed that still must exhibit the remarkable athleticism so necessary in their world.  This is a strong but very agile breed.  The conformation, which is a result of thousands of years of selection, makes the Siberian a somewhat spare, native dog, able to withstand harsh conditions and little food, while still being able to survive, even thrive, in a frozen world, to become the best long distance, endurance sled dog.



Size, Proportion, & Substance  
 Height:  

Dogs, 21 to 23½ inches at withers 
Bitches, 20 to 22 inches at withers 
 

 Weight:  
Dogs, 45 to 60 pounds 
Bitches, 35 to 50 pounds 
 

 Weight is in proportion to height; no 
preference given to either extreme 
 

 Excessive bone or weight to be 
penalized 
 

 Length of body slightly longer than 
height at withers 
 

 Disqualification: 
Dogs over 23½ inches 
Bitches over 22 inches 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Standard for Siberian Huskies continuously mentions “moderate” and “medium.”  And, the Standard was written based on these descriptors.  However, please keep four important items in mind:
“Medium” and “moderate” are relative terms, and are only understandable if you know the context within which they were used.  For example, the Akita and Alaskan Malamute Standards (as well as many others) also use these terms.  And, an Alaskan Malamute is NOT medium and moderate in the eyes of a Siberian Husky breeder.  
As the Standard was written to describe a medium and moderate Siberian Husky, please do not make the mistake in believing that a smaller Siberian, or even one in the middle of the Standard, is preferable to one near the top of the Standard, as this is completely incorrect.  Any Siberian that meets the Standard, falls within the range of height and weight, and is proportionate is correct.  Give no preference to either extreme OR the middle.
When in doubt, please measure.  Often these days, the dog appearing “tall” may be the only one within the height range called for in our Standard.  Although there is no lower height disqualification, being “under standard” is a fault, and as such should be penalized.
Please do not let the mention of “moderate” and “medium” make you think that average and mediocre are what we are looking for in the Siberian.  We call for a well laid-back shoulder.  Do, not accept an average shoulder as being good.  We ask for good proportion and balance—do not think that mediocrity in proportion and balance is acceptable.  We want good reach and drive—do not think that an average or short stride is okay.  Do not allow “medium” and “moderate” to cause you to reward average and mediocre.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Correct proportion is critical for the Siberian.  This picture shows the proportions called for in the Standard.

The green horizontal line measures the length of the body.  In the Siberian Standard, we measure from the point of shoulder (not the prosternum) to what the Standard refers to as the “rear most point of the croup,” which is, in fact, the end of the pelvis (the ischium).  If you take an exact duplicate of that line, and place it at the ground by the forelegs, the line should be slightly higher than the dog’s withers (noted here by the blue line).

Additionally, if you measure the distance from the elbow to the ground (as seen in the lower red vertical line).  Then, duplicate that line and place the bottom at the elbow, this line should end slightly above the withers, as seen here.

Unlike most Working breeds, the Siberian Husky requires legs slightly longer than the distance from the elbow to the top of the withers.  We are NOT a 50/50 breed.

The question often asked is:  what does “slightly” mean?  The answer is that it is enough to see with your eye, but not be extreme.  We fairly collectively believe slightly to be approximately 10%.

Please note that the proportions called for in the Siberian Standard are quite similar to those called for in the Samoyed Standard.  However, a proportionate Siberian will not have the same outline as a proportionate Samoyed.  This is due to the illusions caused by the profuse coat of the Samoyed which somewhat obscures his outline, and by the illusion caused by the carriage of the Samoyed’s tail.



Head:  Eyes 

 Expression keen but 
friendly, interested, 
mischievous 

 Almond-shaped, moderately 
spaced, trifle oblique 

 Brown or blue, one of each, 
or parti-colored 
 

 Faults:  too oblique, too close 
together 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The almond-shape and oblique set of the Siberian’s eyes are not only key to the breed’s expression; but they are indicative of a correct head shape, stop, and muzzle length. 

These two dogs are half-siblings and have similar eye shape and placement.  The eyes of the dog at the top may appear more oblique, but this is due to his parti-colored eyes.  There is a small brown spot at the center top of each eye, which in this picture blends a bit with the pupil and the eye rim.
Remember that Siberians can have any color or combination of eye colors, and please don’t be put off by unusual eyes.  And, remember that, unlike some other breeds, our Standard does not call for a dark eye.  In fact, in some coat colors, a dark brown eye is not possible to achieve.



Head: Ears 

 Medium size, triangular, 
close fitting, high on head 

 Thick, well-furred, slightly 
arched at back 

 Strongly erect, slightly 
rounded tips, point straight 
up 
 

 Faults:  too large, too wide set, 
not strongly erect 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although large ears are not desired in the Siberian, shape and placement are more important.

There has been much discussion about the Siberian’s thick, well-furred ear, often with the erroneous conclusion that this is one of the most important aspects of our Breed Standard.  In my experience, some of the tallest ears with the least thick ear “leather” are found on working dogs in Alaska—and they NEVER FREEZE.  A Siberian with a well-furred and strongly erect ear is thick enough.



Head: Skull 

 Medium size, in 
proportion 

 Slightly rounded on top, 
tapering from widest 
point to eyes 
 

 Faults:  clumsy or heavy; 
too finely chiseled  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Siberian’s skull shape, in concert with the other components of the head, provide us with some of the traits which immediately let you know this is a Siberian Husky, rather than another of the sled dogs.  



Head: Stop 

 Well-defined 
 Bridge of nose is 

straight 
 

 Faults:  Insufficient stop 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Siberian’s stop is well-defined, but not too abrupt.  Often, an abrupt stop is also seen in combination with a shorter muzzle and round eyes. 
 
Notice the amount of stop on this bitch, along with her length of muzzle and lovely eye shape and set.  



Head: Muzzle 

 Medium-length, tip of nose 
to stop = stop to occiput 

 Medium-width, tapering 
gradually to nose; tip 
neither pointed nor square 
 

 Faults:  insufficient stop; too 
snippy or too coarse; too short 
or long 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is believed that the length of muzzle called for in the Standard allows for the needed distance to warm the cold air the dog is breathing. 

Whether that is true or not, the length of muzzle is part of the head assembly, along with the moderate stop, that provides for the correct eye shape and placement.



Head:  Nose/Lips/Teeth 
Nose 
 Black in gray, tan, or black dogs; 

liver in copper dogs; may be flesh-
colored in pure white dogs 

 Pink-streaked “snow nose” is 
acceptable 

Lips 
 Well-pigmented and close fitting 
Teeth 
 Scissors bite 

 
 Faults:  any bite other than scissors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please do not confuse a snow nose with poor pigment.  A lightening of the nose leather is acceptable.  Complete absence of nose pigment—that is to say a bright pink nose or a bright pink nose stripe—generally indicates lack of pigment. 
 
Here we see a snow nose (on the black bitch at the top of the screen) and dark nose on the bitch at the bottom of the screen.  Both are acceptable



Neck, Topline, & Body:  Neck 

 Medium length, arched, 
and proudly erect 

 At a trot, extended with 
head carried slightly 
forward 
 

 Faults:  too short and 
thick; too long 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The neck is a very important component of the critical front end assembly of the Siberian.  In order to give the Siberian the power he needs to do his job, the shoulders must be well laid back with an adequately long upper arm, and a neck of adequate length and strength.  Dogs with faulty front assemblies tend to have thick, short necks, giving the appearance that the head sprouts directly out of the body.  The elegance and ease of movement that is a hallmark of our breed requires a lovely neck.

A question we often hear from those studying the breed relates to the position of the head and neck while gaiting and working.  It is believed that a Siberian gets most of his working strength (at least 60%) from his front assembly.  And, a Siberian in harness will drop his neck and carry his head forward while working.  A Siberian moving on a loose lead at a trot in the ring will also drop his neck and carry his head slightly forward.  

Please note, however, that the energy expended in the ring does not come anywhere close to that when the dog is working, so do not expect the very low head carriage that might be seen while at work.  If a Siberian gaiting does NOT hold his head SLIGHTLY lower and forward, this might indicate a number of things:  1) the handler is not moving the Siberian on a loose lead (as called for in the Standard); 2) the dog lacks the front assembly called for in the Standard; or 3) the ring gait does not require the expending of much energy for a Siberian Husky.



Neck, Topline, & Body: Chest 

 Deep, strong, not too broad; 
deepest point behind and 
level with elbows 

 Ribs well-sprung from spine, 
flattened on sides to allow 
for freedom of action 
 

 Faults:  too broad; “barrel ribs;” 
ribs to flat or weak 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In judging Siberians, never forget that they are the long-distance, endurance runners of the sled dog world.  In order to fulfill this purpose, the Siberian needs adequate lung capacity, but not too much chest.  The depth of chest should be level with the elbow.  Due to the hair on the chest, you will need to feel the depth of the chest in comparison to the elbow.  In fact, I like to feel the deepest point of the chest just above the elbow.  

The other important part of the chest is that it is fairly flat on the sides.  Roundness of ribs will make it impossible for the dog to move effortlessly and correctly.



Neck, Topline, & Body: Back  

 Straight and strong, level topline 
from withers to croup 

 Medium length; neither cobby or 
slack from excessive length 

 Loins taut and lean, narrower 
than rib cage with slight tuck-up 

 Sloping croup, never so steep as 
to restrict rearward thrust of 
hind legs 
 

 Faults:  weak or slack back; roached 
back; sloping topline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The topline of the Siberian is firm and level.  Due to coat, there may be a slight rise over the withers, but getting your hands on the dog will show you if that rise is coat/skin or straight shoulders and high withers.  

We require a slope to the croup, which is an integral part of the dog’s rear assembly.  However, coat may disguise the slope of croup.  So, you must, again, feel the tailset and slope of croup.  

Remember, also, that Siberians need a slight tuck-up, which can also be disguised by long hairs on the dog’s undercarriage.

Knowing that the Standard calls for a length of body slightly longer than the dog’s height at the withers, we are able to forgive a bit more length as long as the topline is strong and straight.



Tail 

 Well furred, fox-brush shape, set 
just below level of topline 

 Graceful sickle curve when dog is 
at attention 

 Does not curl to either side of 
body, nor snap flat against back 

 Trailing tail is normal when in 
repose 

 Hair of medium length, same 
length all around giving 
appearance of round brush 
 

 Faults:  snapped or tightly curled; 
highly plumed; set too low or too 
high 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that a Siberian may do many things with his tail.  The tail, like the ears, is often a barometer of what the dog is feeling at any given time.  Unlike other breeds, it is not necessary to see a Siberian’s tail up at some time in the ring.  However, you still must check for the set—which is one of the most important aspects of the tail, as it is so tied to the required slope of croup.  



Forequarters:  Shoulders 

 Shoulder blade is well laid 
back 

 Upper arm angles backward 
from point of shoulder to 
elbow, never perpendicular 

 Shoulder muscles and 
ligaments firm and well-
developed 
 

 Faults:  straight shoulders; 
loose shoulders 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The shoulders and front assembly of the Siberian are among the most important structural components of a long-distance, endurance sled dog.  Without adequate shoulder layback, long upper arm, and prominent prosternum, a Siberian cannot do his job.  And, frankly, this is an area in which the Siberian population is currently lacking.

The bitch in the top picture has a superior shoulder and upper arm.  Notice how the foreleg drops down directly from the withers.  And, you can even see the angle of the shoulder layback and the length of upper arm.

The bottom photo shows a comparison between front assemblies of two bitches.  Although the grass is quite long which makes both bitches appear short of leg, please ignore that.  Rather, look at where the forelegs fall with respect to the withers.  Notice the angles from the point of shoulder to the elbow.  Notice the length of neck of each bitch.  Unfortunately, you will probably see more dogs in your ring similar to the bitch on the right.



Forequarters: Forelegs  

 Moderately spaced, parallel, and 
straight; elbows close to body, 
turned neither in nor out 

 Pasterns slightly slanted, strong 
but flexible 

 Bone substantial; but never heavy 
 Length of leg from elbow to 

ground is slightly more than 
elbow to top of withers 

 Dewclaws on forelegs may be 
removed 
 

 Faults:  weak pasterns; too heavy 
bone; too narrow or too wide in 
front; out at elbows 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are looking for the breadth of a hand’s width between the front legs of a Siberian husky.  And, we need a slope to the pasterns to help absorb energy as a Siberian moves.  Remember that the leg from elbow to ground is slightly (visably) longer than the distance from elbow to top of withers.  And, don’t forget to feel for this distance through the coat. 



Forequarters: Feet 

 Oval, but not long 
 Paws medium sized, compact, 

and well-furred between toes 
and pads 

 Pads tough, thickly cushioned 
 Paws turn neither in nor out 

 
 Faults:  soft or splayed toes; paws 

too large and clumsy or too 
small and delicate; toeing in or 
out 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Feet are survival tools of the Siberian at work.  Here is a comparison of a good foot (at the top) and a too long, flat foot (possibly splayed) at the bottom.



Hindquarters 

 Hind legs moderately 
spaced and parallel 

 Upper thighs well-muscled 
and powerful 

 Stifles well-bent; hock joint 
well-defined and set low to 
ground 

 Dewclaws are to be 
removed 
 

 Faults:  straight stifles; 
cowhocks; too narrow or too 
wide in rear 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Probably more common than straight stifles are over-angulated stifles.  A common grouping of faults we are currently seeing in the breed are shorter legs, longer back, straight front, and over-angulated rear.  This group of structural problems leads to a number of gait faults, such as side-winding, moving wide in the rear, excessive lifting in the front (and pounding in the front), high kicking in the rear, and rolling along the topline.



Coat/Color 
Coat 
 Double medium length; well-furred 

appearance, but never to obscure the clean-
cut outline of the dog 

 Undercoat soft and dense and of sufficient 
length to support the outer coat 

 Guard hairs straight and smooth-lying, never 
harsh or standing straight off from the body 

 Absence of undercoat during shedding is 
normal 

 Trimming of whiskers, between toes, and 
around fee is permissible 

 Trimming anywhere else not to be condoned 
and should be severely penalized 
 

 Faults:  long, rough, shaggy coat; texture too 
harsh or too silky; trimming except as permitted 

Color 
 All colors from black to pure white allowed 
 Variety of markings is common 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any color and any markings are allowed with the Siberian.  Please try to look beyond color and markings to the structure of the dog beneath.

The coat is quite important for the Siberian.  It should not be long, it should not be too soft, it should not be too harsh, it should not stand off of the body, and most importantly, it needs adequate undercoat.  These coat characteristics allow the Siberian to stay dry and safe in the snow.  

A last note with respect to trimming, or otherwise altering the length of the coat.  We are seeing a lot of it these days, and do not condone it.  Pay attention to the undercarriage of the Siberian, his pants, and his croup, as these are the areas in which we see the most trimming.



Gait 

 Smooth and seemingly effortless; 
quick and light on feet 

 Loose lead, moderately fast trot; 
good reach in forequarters, good 
drive in hindquarters 

 At a walk does not single track; but 
as speed increases legs angle inward 
to fall under longitudinal center of 
body 

 As pad marks converge, forelegs and 
hind legs carried straight forward; 
elbows nor stifles turn in nor out 

 Hind legs move in path of forelegs 
 Topline remains firm and level 

 
 Faults:  short, prancing, choppy; 

lumbering or rolling; crossing or crabbing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A correctly moving Siberian should single-track.  Occasionally, there is not enough room in a ring for a dog to completely converge, but the Siberian should try to converge.  

Realize that it is far more difficult for a Siberian with the proportions and angles called for in the Standard to move true.  When we find this, we reward it.

A few words about the Siberian’s tail when gaiting.  Siberians may gait with their tails carried up, straight out, down, wagging, or any number of other ways.  Please do not penalize a moving Siberian for where he carries his tail—unless the tail carriage and placement are not acceptable by the Standard.  I have all too often heard of judges that will not consider dogs that do not carry their tails up, or those at the other extreme who think it a fault to have a tail above the level of the topline. 

A Siberian that is moving as the Standard describes is beautiful to behold.  There should be no excess movement along the topline.  The foot timing should be good, the foot placement should be balanced.  He should neither lift up too high in the front nor kick up too high in the back.  But, the stride should be long and ground-covering.  It should not be choppy or prancy.  This is the place where you will see all of the good qualities apparent while examining the dog (correct proportion, good angles, firm muscling, balance) come together harmoniously to allow for the hallmark gait of the Siberian with no wasted motion.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
When a Siberian trots, from the side, you should see movement controlled, balanced, without effort, and without anything extreme.

This picture shows all of those things.  Notice how the dog slightly drops his head and carries it forward, while maintaining a level topline.  The front foot meets the ground approximately below the nose.  The front and rear extended legs meet the ground at complementary angles.  The feet under his body meet directly under the center of the body.  

Due to the grass, it is difficult to see how the feet under the body meet.  But, the small picture shows that as the front foot leaves the ground, the rear foot falls in the place the front foot vacated.



Temperament  

 Friendly, gentle; also alert 
and outgoing 

 No possessive qualities of 
guard dog; not overly 
suspicious or aggressive 
with other dogs 

 Mature dogs reserved and 
dignified 

 Intelligence, tractability, 
eager disposition; agreeable 
companion and willing 
worker 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Siberians, as team dogs, must get along.  They may be reserved, but should not be shy or aggressive.  



Summary 

 Important breed characteristics: 
◦ Medium size 
◦ Moderate bone 
◦ Well balanced proportions 
◦ Ease and freedom of movement 
◦ Proper coat 
◦ Pleasing head and ears 
◦ Correct tail 
◦ Good disposition 

 Excessive bone or weight, constricted or 
clumsy gait, or long, rough coat to be 
penalized 

 Never appears heavy or coarse as freight 
animal; nor so light or fragile as sprint-
racing animal 

 Gives the appearance of great endurance 
 Structural faults of all breeds undesirable 

in the Siberian  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When judging the Siberian Husky, please keep in mind that these are working, endurance, sled dogs.  They were originally domesticated in one of the least hospitable places on earth by peoples living subsistence lives.  Do not forget that their proud history and heritage should be seen in all exhibits.  The Siberian in your show ring today, should not be much different in structure from those original imports or from those who saved Nome in 1925.  Never stop asking yourself if the dog in your ring could run thousands of miles in harsh snowy conditions.  Reward those that could.



Disqualification 

Dogs over 23½ 
inches; 

bitches over 22 
inches  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a note, this is an all-AKC-registered Siberian Husky team at the start of the 1995 Iditarod.  This team, after racing over 1000 miles from Anchorage to Nome, were immediately put on an airplane to Siberia, where they began the Hope Race, another 1000+ mile race from Siberia back to Alaska.  
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 For more information about the Siberian 
Husky, please visit: 
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